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(New) A process for producing foamed polyisocyanate polyaddition products or 
sthane elastomers by reacting: 

a) \ isocyanates with 

b) COTapounds which are reactive toward isocyanates in the presence of 

c) at leasbvone organic or inorganic acid anhydride; 

d) at least on^urethane-forming catalyst different from b); 

e) optionally, blowing agents, additives and/or auxiliaries. 




REMARKS 



Claims 1-4 are currently pending in this application. Upon entry of this amendment, claims 
1-12 are pending, claims 1, 9, 10 and 11 are independent claims. Support for new claims 7-12 is 
found throughout the specification, in particular page 4, line 36-39; page 5, line 38-45 and page 12, 
line 29-45 through page 13, line 1-9. No new matter has been added. 

Claims 1-4 were rejected under 35 USC §102 as anticipated by Smith (U:S. Patent No, 
5,422,414). The '414 patent is directed to RIM products, based on aminic polyols, formed "in the 
absence of a urethane forming catalyst." (U.S. Patent No. 5,422,414 Col. 5, lines 65-66,) In a 
telephonic interview, the Examiner clarified the rejection, stating that although the aminic polyols 
of Smith are reactants, these polyols are considered to have catalytic activity. The Examiner 
identified several alkanolamine catalysts recited by Applicant as being potential reactants in the 
polyurethane forming reaction. As amended, claim 1, and its dependent claims, are directed to a 
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process requiring at least one catalyst selected from organic amines, excluding alkanolamines, and 
organic metal compounds. The catalyst recited in Claim 1 is neither taught nor suggested by the 
*41 4 patent, which teaches against use of a urethane forming catalyst. 

The '414 patent also fails to teach or suggest claim I Ts process for producing foamed 
polyisocyanate polyaddition products or polyurethane elastomers by reacting a) isocyanales with b) 
compounds which are reactive toward isocyanates in the presence of c) at least one organic or 
inorganic acid anhydride and d) at least one urethane-forming catalyst different from b). 

Likewise, claims 7 and 12 are not anticipated where there is no teaching or suggestion that 
the reaction products of the *414 patent's process contain unreacted acid anhydride. The ^414 
process solves the problem of regulating reaction time by reacting a particular isocyanate 
component, a polyol component and a caiboxylic anhydride. (U.S. Patent No. 5,422,414. Col. 3, 
lines 30-43.) The *414 patent fails to teach or suggest that unreacted anhydride is present in the 
*414 products. The presence of unreacted anhydride cannot be considered inherent in the *414 
products, where anhydride is taught as a reactant and where the '414 reactants and end products are 
different from Applicants' combination. 

Claims 9 and 10 are directed to products which are neither taught nor suggested by the *414 
patent. Claim 9 is directed to flexible polyurethane foam having a density of 20 to 70 kg/m^ 
comprising at least one organic or inorganic acid anhydride. Claim 10 is directed to various 
products comprising flexible polyurethane foam having a density of 15 to 300 kg/m^ wherein said 
foam comprises at least one organic or inorganic acid anhydride. The '414 patent is directed to 
RIM products. It is well known in the art that the density of RIM products is approximately 1000 
kg/ra^, see R. Leppkes, Polvurethanes , pp. 56-57 (1995), attached. There is no teaching or 
suggestion to change the RIM system of the '414 patent to make flexible foam having density in the 
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15 to 300 kg/m^ range and even if the '414 system were modified, it woiild not achieve Applicants' 
invention. 

Based on the foregoing remarks, Applicants respectfully submit that they have overcome 
the Examiner's rejections, and that the claims are in a condition suitable for allowance. A Notice to 
that effect is respectfully solicited. Should the Examiner have any questions, please contact the 
undersigned attorney. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Date: 




Mary ^ Cameron 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 34,789 



BASF Corporation 
1609 Biddle Avenue 
Wyandotte, MI 48192-3736 
(734)324-6197 
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APPENDIX A ■ Amended Claim 

1 . A process for producing foamed polyisocyanate polyaddition products or polyurethane 
elastomers by reacting isocyanates with icompounds which are reactive toward isocyanates in the 
presence of catalysts, blowing agents, addio^es and/or auxiliaries, wherein the reaction is carried 
out in the presence of (ii) at least one organic V inorganic acid anhydrid e and at least one 
catalyst selected from the group consisting of ormnic amines, excluding alkanolamines. and 
organic metal compounds. \ 
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